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PREFACE.

e

The institution of Free Masonry breathes a spirit of gene-
ral philanthropy, its benefits considered in a social view are
extensive, in the most endearing ties those of Brotherhood
and Charity, it unites all mankind, it opens in every nation
an asylum to virtue, and grants hospitality to the necessitous
and unfortunate. The sublime principles of universal good-
ness and love to mankind, which are essential to it, cannot
be controlled nor extinguished by national prejudices and
animosities ; it has abated the rage of contest, and substi-
tuted in its stead the milder emotions of humanity ; it has
even taught the pride of victory to give way to the dic-
tates of an honorable connexion. Whoever attentively
considers the nature and tendency of the Masonic Institu-
tion must readily perceive its general utility. As candor
and integrity uninfluenced by interest or favor, will support
a good cause, and we are fully determined to pursue the de.
gign of effecting a general reformation, to correct the irre-
gularities which have crept into our assemblies, and exem-
plify the beauty and utility of the Masonic system ; union
and harmony constitate the essence of Free Masonry ; while

_we enlist under that banner the society must flourish, and
private animosity give place to peace and good fellowship.
Having thus ventured to appear in vindication of the prin-
ciples, and in the support of the true privileges of Masonry
we shall be happy to be considered as feeble instruments in
promoting its prosperity.




ORIGIN.
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PART FIRST.

In the year of 1826 Samuel Leary and Jacob Jenkins,
formerly residents in Wilmington, Delaware, and :t that
time residing in Philadelphia, made applicaticn to the
Union Lodge, No. 4, and were adwitted members thereof;
and in a short period of time Stephen Smith and Benjamin
Chase of Wilmington also became menbers of Union
Lodge, No. 4, and in two years after, Samuel Leary and
Jacob Jenkins returned to Wilmington and settled with
families, and in the year of 1834 Jacob Jenkins removed
to Philadelphia, and still resides there and is a menber of
the Union Lodge, No. 4. In the year of 1859 John
Cooper and Moses (. Wilson made application to the Union
Lodge, No. 4, and were receivéd and admitted members
thercof. 1In the year of 1841, William 8. Thomas, Jr.,
Jonathan Brown, John W. Pindergrass, Levi Anderson
and William A. Stevens made application to the Union
Lodge, No. 4, and were received and admitted members
thereof. 1In the year of 1844, Henry Weeks. Levi Med-
ford, Sr., and David Jackson made application to the Union
Lodge, No. 4, and were received and admitted members
thereof. At this time the Union Lodge, No. 4, was work-
ing under the authority of the Hiram Grand Lodge of
colored A. Y. M., in the city and county of Philadelphia,
State of Pennsylvania, and their Masonic Jurisdiction
thereunto belonging.  In 1845 the following named
brethren, viz: Levi Anderson, William A. Stevens,
Moses G. Wilson, John W. Pindergrass, Henry Weeks,
Levi Medford, Sr., and David Jackson made application to
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the Hiram Grand Lodge for a charter to o en an

Lodge of Free Masons in Wilmington, Stalt)e of ];lell::gma
recommended by the Union Lodge, No. 4, and a Di 5
satlon was granted, and the Star in the East Lodge, No.12
was _duly organized on the 20th day of September, A. D
1845, A. L. 5845, and the following brethren were in.
stalled officers : :

LEVI ANDERSON, W. M.
WILLIAM A. STEVENS, S. W.
MOSES G. WILSON, J. W.
DAVID JACKSON, Treasurer.

JOHN W. PINDERGRASS, Secretary,

And other members, Henry Weeks and Levi Medford, Sr.,
which was the first colored Masonic Lodge ever opened
or held in the State of Delaware; and entered upon their
Masonic duties with the power delegated to them, accord-
ing to Masonic rule and regulation ; and likewise the Star
in the East Lodge received a regular Warrant, and re-
turned their Dispensation according to ancient Masonic
rules, since the formation of the first Grand Lodge ever
formed, and pursued their labors among the craft in peace
and harmony. We conclude the first part and commence

the second.
SECOND PART.

In the year of 1847 it was reported that a call was made
from the Grand Lodge of Boston, so called the Mother
Grand Lodge, requesting all Grand Lodges of color in the
[United States, to assemble in General Grand Convention,
on the 24th day of June, to forma Grand Bond of Union
which was reported to be done, and was so far conclude
that a portion of the representatives had returncd to their
respective homes, and to fully convinee you of this, readers,
see the circular from New York, which gives a complete
deseription of the matter. The above named convention
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assembled at Boston and proceeded to business—the rep-
resentatives of the Hiram Grand Lodge and the same of
the said Grand Lodge of Boston; but when the business
came to be brought forward there was no Grand Lodge
in Boston ; there remained the fragments of an old Dis-
pensation—hardly that, for all we know, never having laid
either eyes or hands upon it—which aemnated {rom Eng-
land, and was expelled by England in 1813. Now il one
Number can con-titute a Grand Lodge from an expelled
dispensation, we will submit and say no more. Mark the
few words, (the National forms say,) that certain Laws
were made and adopted by the Delegates from three Grand
Lodges, when there was but one present, for the repre-
sentatives of the First Independent African Grand Lodge
of the United States of North America, were not present
in Boston on the 24th day of June, 1847; they were in
procession at Philadelphia. How could they then be pre-
sent at Boston? See for your satisfaction, whoever reads;
and again these laws, they say, were adopted on the 24th
day of June, 1847, in Boston. That is not the fact. for
on that day the convention was not in session, for their
procession was on that day in Boston ; therefore the whole
of the transaction as stated by the so called, self styled
National Grand Humbug, there being no part of a Grand
Lodge about it, should be plain to a child or a man with-
out eyes, but only ears to hear with, particularly those that
are Free Masons. Furthermore, we do not believe that
there ever was a warrant granted to them in Boston from
England, for we have examined Preston’s History on Ma-
sonry dated 1804, and it contains an account of all War-
rants that have been granted by England up to that date,
1804, and they (the National humbug) state that they
received their Warrant from England on September 20th,
1784, therefgre we can obtain no record of any such
warrant being granted. For that reason we are doubtful
of its legality,

<
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UNION, FRIENDSHIP, AND BROTHERLY LOVE,

“Tune UNiTED GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE or Npw
YORrK,” OF THE ANCIENT AND HoNORABLE Orprg
OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,

To her trusty and well beloved Sister State Grand Lodyes
of these United States of America, who, in accordance
with the Ancient Comstitution of the Fraternity, hold
themselves to be Independent and Sovereign Bodies with-
in their respective States:

GREETING ;
BRETHREN IN THE ‘“MYSTIC TIE:"’

WiEeRreAs, the Union
which so recently was formed by the branch of the great
Masonic Fawmily in these United States of America, and
which we claim it to be one of our greatest privileges
to be identified with, and connected to, has received a shock
having a tendency to scatter the elements which com-
posed it into their original chaotic confusion; and feeling
it to be our imperative duty, as consistent and upright
Masons, to use our every and utmost endeavor to preserve
unbroken and unsullied the chain that binds us in one in-
dissoluble band of fraternal and Masonic unity.

Aud seeing this great work which we fondly hoped had
been accomplished ; and which we thought was consum-
mated ; and from which we anticipatea glorious dawnings
of a brighter future; and for which we have labored, and
are still laboring with untiring zeal, is now threatened
with destruction :

Therefore we now appeal to you, as brethren of the
same household and of the same faith, and ask if you are
willing to support it, or if you are among those who are will-
ing to scatter its fair proportions, and to trample under
foot its life-giving, health-dispensing influences, to the
great body of which we are a component part. A

Although it has been attempted by a self-constituted
body, calling itself a “National Grand Lodge,” (?) and as-






