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PREFACE.

e

The institution of Free Masonry breathes a spirit of gene-
ral philanthropy, its benefits considered in a social view are
extensive, in the most endearing ties those of Brotherhood
and Charity, it unites all mankind, it opens in every nation
an asylum to virtue, and grants hospitality to the necessitous
and unfortunate. The sublime principles of universal good-
ness and love to mankind, which are essential to it, cannot
be controlled nor extinguished by national prejudices and
animosities ; it has abated the rage of contest, and substi-
tuted in its stead the milder emotions of humanity ; it has
even taught the pride of victory to give way to the dic-
tates of an honorable connexion. Whoever attentively
considers the nature and tendency of the Masonic Institu-
tion must readily perceive its general utility. As candor
and integrity uninfluenced by interest or favor, will support
a good cause, and we are fully determined to pursue the de.
gign of effecting a general reformation, to correct the irre-
gularities which have crept into our assemblies, and exem-
plify the beauty and utility of the Masonic system ; union
and harmony constitate the essence of Free Masonry ; while

_we enlist under that banner the society must flourish, and
private animosity give place to peace and good fellowship.
Having thus ventured to appear in vindication of the prin-
ciples, and in the support of the true privileges of Masonry
we shall be happy to be considered as feeble instruments in
promoting its prosperity.
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PART FIRST.

In the year of 1826 Samuel Leary and Jacob Jenkins,
formerly residents in Wilmington, Delaware, and :t that
time residing in Philadelphia, made applicaticn to the
Union Lodge, No. 4, and were adwitted members thereof;
and in a short period of time Stephen Smith and Benjamin
Chase of Wilmington also became menbers of Union
Lodge, No. 4, and in two years after, Samuel Leary and
Jacob Jenkins returned to Wilmington and settled with
families, and in the year of 1834 Jacob Jenkins removed
to Philadelphia, and still resides there and is a menber of
the Union Lodge, No. 4. In the year of 1859 John
Cooper and Moses (. Wilson made application to the Union
Lodge, No. 4, and were receivéd and admitted members
thercof. 1In the year of 1841, William 8. Thomas, Jr.,
Jonathan Brown, John W. Pindergrass, Levi Anderson
and William A. Stevens made application to the Union
Lodge, No. 4, and were received and admitted members
thereof. 1In the year of 1844, Henry Weeks. Levi Med-
ford, Sr., and David Jackson made application to the Union
Lodge, No. 4, and were received and admitted members
thereof. At this time the Union Lodge, No. 4, was work-
ing under the authority of the Hiram Grand Lodge of
colored A. Y. M., in the city and county of Philadelphia,
State of Pennsylvania, and their Masonic Jurisdiction
thereunto belonging.  In 1845 the following named
brethren, viz: Levi Anderson, William A. Stevens,
Moses G. Wilson, John W. Pindergrass, Henry Weeks,
Levi Medford, Sr., and David Jackson made application to
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the Hiram Grand Lodge for a charter to o en an

Lodge of Free Masons in Wilmington, Stalt)e of ];lell::gma
recommended by the Union Lodge, No. 4, and a Di 5
satlon was granted, and the Star in the East Lodge, No.12
was _duly organized on the 20th day of September, A. D
1845, A. L. 5845, and the following brethren were in.
stalled officers : :

LEVI ANDERSON, W. M.
WILLIAM A. STEVENS, S. W.
MOSES G. WILSON, J. W.
DAVID JACKSON, Treasurer.

JOHN W. PINDERGRASS, Secretary,

And other members, Henry Weeks and Levi Medford, Sr.,
which was the first colored Masonic Lodge ever opened
or held in the State of Delaware; and entered upon their
Masonic duties with the power delegated to them, accord-
ing to Masonic rule and regulation ; and likewise the Star
in the East Lodge received a regular Warrant, and re-
turned their Dispensation according to ancient Masonic
rules, since the formation of the first Grand Lodge ever
formed, and pursued their labors among the craft in peace
and harmony. We conclude the first part and commence

the second.
SECOND PART.

In the year of 1847 it was reported that a call was made
from the Grand Lodge of Boston, so called the Mother
Grand Lodge, requesting all Grand Lodges of color in the
[United States, to assemble in General Grand Convention,
on the 24th day of June, to forma Grand Bond of Union
which was reported to be done, and was so far conclude
that a portion of the representatives had returncd to their
respective homes, and to fully convinee you of this, readers,
see the circular from New York, which gives a complete
deseription of the matter. The above named convention
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assembled at Boston and proceeded to business—the rep-
resentatives of the Hiram Grand Lodge and the same of
the said Grand Lodge of Boston; but when the business
came to be brought forward there was no Grand Lodge
in Boston ; there remained the fragments of an old Dis-
pensation—hardly that, for all we know, never having laid
either eyes or hands upon it—which aemnated {rom Eng-
land, and was expelled by England in 1813. Now il one
Number can con-titute a Grand Lodge from an expelled
dispensation, we will submit and say no more. Mark the
few words, (the National forms say,) that certain Laws
were made and adopted by the Delegates from three Grand
Lodges, when there was but one present, for the repre-
sentatives of the First Independent African Grand Lodge
of the United States of North America, were not present
in Boston on the 24th day of June, 1847; they were in
procession at Philadelphia. How could they then be pre-
sent at Boston? See for your satisfaction, whoever reads;
and again these laws, they say, were adopted on the 24th
day of June, 1847, in Boston. That is not the fact. for
on that day the convention was not in session, for their
procession was on that day in Boston ; therefore the whole
of the transaction as stated by the so called, self styled
National Grand Humbug, there being no part of a Grand
Lodge about it, should be plain to a child or a man with-
out eyes, but only ears to hear with, particularly those that
are Free Masons. Furthermore, we do not believe that
there ever was a warrant granted to them in Boston from
England, for we have examined Preston’s History on Ma-
sonry dated 1804, and it contains an account of all War-
rants that have been granted by England up to that date,
1804, and they (the National humbug) state that they
received their Warrant from England on September 20th,
1784, therefgre we can obtain no record of any such
warrant being granted. For that reason we are doubtful
of its legality,

<
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UNION, FRIENDSHIP, AND BROTHERLY LOVE,

“Tune UNiTED GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE or Npw
YORrK,” OF THE ANCIENT AND HoNORABLE Orprg
OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,

To her trusty and well beloved Sister State Grand Lodyes
of these United States of America, who, in accordance
with the Ancient Comstitution of the Fraternity, hold
themselves to be Independent and Sovereign Bodies with-
in their respective States:

GREETING ;
BRETHREN IN THE ‘“MYSTIC TIE:"’

WiEeRreAs, the Union
which so recently was formed by the branch of the great
Masonic Fawmily in these United States of America, and
which we claim it to be one of our greatest privileges
to be identified with, and connected to, has received a shock
having a tendency to scatter the elements which com-
posed it into their original chaotic confusion; and feeling
it to be our imperative duty, as consistent and upright
Masons, to use our every and utmost endeavor to preserve
unbroken and unsullied the chain that binds us in one in-
dissoluble band of fraternal and Masonic unity.

Aud seeing this great work which we fondly hoped had
been accomplished ; and which we thought was consum-
mated ; and from which we anticipatea glorious dawnings
of a brighter future; and for which we have labored, and
are still laboring with untiring zeal, is now threatened
with destruction :

Therefore we now appeal to you, as brethren of the
same household and of the same faith, and ask if you are
willing to support it, or if you are among those who are will-
ing to scatter its fair proportions, and to trample under
foot its life-giving, health-dispensing influences, to the
great body of which we are a component part. A

Although it has been attempted by a self-constituted
body, calling itself a “National Grand Lodge,” (?) and as-



. o s e

9

suming to itself powers unheard of among Masons until
the wisdom () of the assembly composing this bug-bear
made the discovery; and they have the unparalleled ef-
frontery to hold up to the world, in the face of law, reason
and common sense, the infamous doctrine that she has
the right to hold Grand Lodges in subordination; and
further, that Grand Lodges amongst us cannot be legal-
ly constituted and acknowledged unless they have warrants
of constituticn emanating from her, as if she really thought
that at this enlightened period of the world, and in face of
the established usage and custom of the Craft in such cases
made and provided, and she could impose upon the credu-
lity of the Brethren to the extent that she has attempted.

The whole course of this illegal, unconstitutional and
anti-Masonic body has been in accordance with her
formation.

And this body is composed of men who have not the

lea of ignorance to offer as an excuse for their acts, for it
is well known that many of them are looked up to as
learned in the lore of Masonry. Aye, and many of them
have grown gray in the Order; but notwithstanding all this,
and contrary to their own convictions of right and wrong,
(unless something came in the way to blunt their sensi-
bilities or pervert their better judgment,) these Brethren
so far forgot the dignity of Masonry as to attempt the un-
heard of outrage of expelling a Grand Lodge; and to
give the semblance of right so to do, they parade to the
world what they aver to be an extract from their Con-
stitution—certain Articles which they declare to have
been violated, when it is a fact notoriously known, that they
never adopted any Constitution.

They did, however, in the plenitude of their power, on
the 26th day of June, A. L. 5849, (a day we shall ever hold
sacred to their memory,) attempt to expel the “UNiTED
GRrAND Lopar oF THE STATE of NEW YORK,” and as a
final consummation of their ignorance, folly or malignity,
(for one or the other must have been the governing
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motive,) they sent it forth to the world, thereby proving
to our enemies that which is charged upon us’ by the
that we are unfit depositories of the mysteries of the
Order, inasmuch as we cannot keep our own counsel, but
must blab our affairs to the world.

We pity the Brethren who have lent their names, for
purposes best known to themselves, to this unmasonie act,
We pity them for the unenviable notoriety they have at-
tained, by suffering their names to go forth to the world
attached to that document ; and we do say, that pity is
the strongest feeling that action referred to can excite in
our bosom.  We pity them.

BRETHREN :

Our principal object in communing with you
at this time, is to ascertain your precise views in regard
to the relation which we are to hold to one another. We
are now respectively to define our positions. From this
time forward we are to be united or separated.  This com-
munication is to determine whether we shall reciprocate,
on terms of equality, in true faith and fraternal love, the
duties of Masonry, and bind ourselves in the cords of Love
and Union—such a union as all bodies of Masons are bound
to observe, that is to say, without interfering or me:ldlmg
with what is none of our business—the regulation of eac
others jurisdiction, so long as we remove none of the
Ancient Land marks, and then we can only remonstrate
in a friendly way. :

Further, we are firmly of the opinion—and are sustained
in the same by the Constitution of Masonry—that a
Grand Lodge, formed in a legal and constitutional man-
ner, that is to say, by a Convention of at least three Master
Mason’s Lodges, where there is no existing Grand Lgdge,
is to all intents and purposes a Grand Lodge for -thatktall:o
or Territory, and has the sole jurisdiction therein, to :m:
exclusion of every other Masonic body whatever; and t
a body so formed cannot receive any additional power

e e o i i
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from any other source, inasmuch as she is supreme in her-
self; neither can aught be taken from her; neither can
she be formed in any other way, unlessin direct contra-
vention of the fundamental principles of the Order, and
no consistent Mason can act contrary thereto without ex-
posing himself to censure.

BRETHREN :

We hold that this “United Grand Lodge of
the State of New York,” was formed in a legal and con-
stitutional manner, and holds the sole and uninterrupted
Jurisdiction in said State, to the exclusion of any and every
other Masonic body whatever, so far as we are concerned;
and that the same holds good of every other State Grand
Lodge, and no State Grand Lodge can be interfered with,
and cannot suffer themselves to be interfered with, and
when they suffer such interference they compromise their
dignity and betray their trust.

Further,—we would here state that we are for union in
its widest sense, but we are opposed to unconstitu'ional
powers and innovations in Masonry, and these views are
the sulemn convictions of our minds, after due enquiry
and patient investigation, and we now submit them for your
consideration, sincerely hoping that they will meet your
hearty approval.

The reasons that have urged us to make this manifes-
tation of our position are in purt known to all the brethren,
we will, however, briefly allude to them.

In the first place we shall have to go back as far as the
year 1847.  The Lodges at that time existing among us in
the City of New York, were separate and distinct bodies,
holding no intercourse with each other, and cherishing, in
many instances, hatred, where love should exist between
them, when they were cheered with the intelligence that
a call had been 1ssued by John T. Hilton, M. W. (. Master
of a body styling itself the “African Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts,” inviting the Fraternity of Colored Masons
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to assemble on a certain day specified in the call, (to “unite
as the heart of one man,”) in the City of Boston, State
of Massachusetts, for the purpose of forming a permanent
relation of union; which convention was holden at the
time and place designated, and resolutions were passed, and
every thing that was deemed necessary in the prelimin
state of the affair was agreed on, and the convention :2
jowrned, sine die.

Now, mark what follows! a delegation from “Philadel-
phia” who were not in time to participate in the regular -
business which they were expected to aid by their counsel
and their well known devotion to the cause, finding that
the convention had suspended its labors, by and with the
consent of the original caller of the convention, did at-
tempt to re-organize the convention, a body, to all intents
and purposes, dead in Jaw and in fact; and they did then
and there in the face of all right, and in open violation of -
the good faith which ought to and did existat the time ; and
did to all intents and purposes hold a second convention
for a purpose contrary to the intentions and meaning of
the original call, and the result oi the deliberation of this
second convention was the fomation of that anomaly, or
rather *“NONDESCRIPT’ in Masonry, a “National Grand
Lodge, for these United States to have jurisdiction over
and hold in subordination the Grand Lodges of the sev
eral States,” thus setting themsclves up as Kinas and
Princes in Masonry, but virtually making themselves ob-
jects of ridicule to every intelligent, upright, consistent
and well informed Mason.

And further to give the gloss of legality to their acts,
they set forth thatat a “solemn conveuntion of three Grand
Lodges convened for the purpose in the City of Boston,
and State of Massachusetts,” on a certain day of June,
1847, they entered into a bond of union and formed a
#National Grand Lodge,” at the same time they must have
been aware that their action was illegal, unconstitutional,
and a removal of the Ancient Land marks of the Order,
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inasmuch as two of the Grand Lodges, which took upou
themselves to act in this matter, both claimed to be Grand
Lodges of the same State, when it is a fact notoriously
known by the veriest tyro in Masonry, that two Grand
Lodges cannot exist in and have jurisdiction over the
same State or Territory, unless, perhaps, by mutual agree-
ment and consent of the two bodies claiming such juris-
diction, and a mutual understanding as to the extent of
their respective limits, (and even this supposition is ex-
tremely doubtful,) but it is a fact that cannot be contro-
verted that the two Grand Lodges alluded to never had
any such understanding,

The Third Grand Lodge which is said to form a part
and parcel of this unrighteous compact, it is now well known
that she never had, nor ever could have, except by assump-
tion, the shadow of a title to the name of a Grand Lodge.
We mean, and we speak adidsedly, the so called and self
styled “African Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,” and we
now assert and challenge the proof to the contrary, that
she never had any power beyond that of a “Master Ma-
son’s Lodge,” although in the face of justice and right,
she has been dispensing warrants of constitution in this
country to Masons to hold lodges and perform the duties of
Masonry, when she well knew that she never possessed the
shadow of authority for her i/legal and felonious acts.

But yet, brethren, in the face of all this, the fraternal
feeling of the Craft in New York was raised to so high a
state, that they were disposed to overlook many things,
and endeavor to secure the main object of their desire, a
“Grand Masonic Union of the Colored Masons of these
United States,” feeling the necessity of a permanent re-
lation which should be conducive to the wnterests of all
without affecting the rights of any; and also being con-
scious of the uprightness of their own intentions, they did
not deem it nece to throw impediments in the way of
the final action whicg was to unite them.

And also having, as we were given to understand, the

: B
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hearty concurrence of some of the Brethren who were
considered to be the exzponents of the views and intentions
of the actors in this second convention before mentioned,
we did not deem it wise, or prudent, to have it appear that
we were dissatisfied, neither were we dissatisfied, that the
Union had been effected, although we were not prepared
for the final consummation ; yet, trusting and confiding in
the integrity and uprightness of the Brethren who were
most active in the work, we held the matter in abeyance
until the congregated wisdom of the Brethren in a calmer
moment, and when the warmth and enthusiasm of the time
should have somewhat evaporated, and reason should have
resnmed her throne in the minds of the Brethren, and

then in an amicable and dispassionate manner regulate the

“Temple” we had erected, and remove the rulbish thatob-
structed its entrance, and marred its fair proportions.

But, alas ! for human foresight we were doomed to dis-
appointment. That demon, the love of power, stalked in
amongst us, and with its ruthless hand and damning in-
fluences has blinded and obscured the visions of many who
were thouyght to be superior to such feelings as have lately
been manifested among the BROTHERHOOD.

BRETHREN,

You are probably unaware of the extent, of the
indignities that have been attempted to be imposed on this
“United Grand Lodge of the State of New York,” but it
is sufficient for us to say that they were of such a nature
as no body of men, let alone Masons, could tolerate without
losing the respect which is their due from others, and the
self-respect they ought to entertain for themselves.

Time will not permit to expatiate more largely at the
present on this prolific theme, one which affects so serious-
ly the welfare of the craft among us, more, possibly, than
the great mass of the Brethren suppose.

We will, therefore, briefly declare that the “United
Grand Lodge of the State of New York,” places herself

-
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on the broad platform of constitutional law, and she ever
intends that no action of hers shall be in opposition to or
deviate from the same; and if she stands alone she will
not compromase or hold communion with any who hold op-
posing views, or advocate different measures, inasmuch as
she is firmly convinced that she cannot act otherwise with-
out a dereliction of duty and a violation of her trust.

And finally, Brethren, having set the matter plainly be-
fore you, we would not have you for a moment to suppose
that we are endcavoring to bias your opinions or warp your
judgments, or convert you to our views, although we are
firmly convinced that they are incontrovertible, inasmuch
as they arein perfect accordance with, and part and parcel
of the Ancient Constitution of Masonry; but as you are
Free Masons, we wish you to be free men, who dare to
think for yourselves, and not pin your faith to any man’s
say so0, no matter what position he may be found in, or
situation of life he may be placed, always bearing in mind
that the “Truth shall make us free.”

Sincerely hoping that you will give the subject a patient
and impartial consideration, and with this imperfect and
hasty review of the subject matter, we submit for your
decision the important question, shall the Grand Lodges
to whom this shall come, be in Union, Fellowship, and
Brotherly Love, and mutually reciprocate the duties of
Masons and Masonry with “The United Grand Lodge of
the State of New York,” from this time forward, or shall
they each take separate roads and know each other as
Masons no more for ever.

RANSOM F. WAKE, et
JACOB FRANCIS, s mites of
ALEXANDER ELSTOXN, ) “0rmeponaence:

New York, July 26th, A. L. 5849. \

Adopted at a Special Meeting of the United Grand
Lodge of the State of New York, July 30th A. D. 1849,
and of Masonry 5849.

= Attest, RANSOM F. WAKE,
LS, Grand Secretary.
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THIRD PART.

We proceed further and give the formation of the
Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania, of course
whose Jurisdiction the Star in the East Lodge, No. 12,
according to arrangements of the Hiram Grand Lodge,
did become a branch thereof, and sorry we are for ever
since, until the present time. The Humbug Masonie
National Grand Lodge, the very name taints the breath of
a Mason who knows his duty, has caused us to be in dispute
with them rebels, (we mean in dispute with the National
Humbug.)

FORMATION OF THE GRAND LODGE FOR THE

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

At a meeting of the Masters and Wardens and legal
Representatives of Subordinate Ledges, under the F. A.
G. L. of N. A, and the H. G. L. of Pennsylvania, held
in the hall of the A. G. L., January 19th, A. D. 1848,
according to previous notice and arrangements, for con-
solidating the two Grand Lodges did agree that the two
Grand Lodge Warrants, and all former Warrants and Dis-
nsations, under their Jurisdiction are hereby revoled-

and declared forever hereafter null and void ; and did se-
lect and install the following named Brethren for the en-
suing year :

William H. Riley, R. W. G. M.

Jacob Jenkins, R. D. G. M.

Thomas Black, G. S. W.

Peter Anderson, G. J. W.

Robert Brown, G. T.

ZVilliam Douglass,

Solomon Clarkson, )

3. 3. G i, G. Cha'ls.

Samuel Gray,

James P. Clay, G. S.

George C. Lewis, G. M. C.

Henry Brooks, G. S. B.



17

Jonathan Miller, G. M.
Prince Black, G. S
John Anderson, et
William Cropper,

Andrew Brown, G. D.

John Minton, G. P.

Emanuel Cohen, G. T.

Resolved, That new Warrants be granted to all subor-
dinate Lodges. The Grand Lodge for the State of Penn-
sylvania proceed to their respective duties, and Masonie
privileges, according to Masonic regulations, from time to
time, as all other Girand Lodges has done before, and yet
continue to, except those that the foregoing Humbug of
a National wishes to exclude ; but may true Masonry exist
too sacred to be trampled under foot, in this Christian
country and elsewhere, except among barbarians, and
hardly then ; comment upon true rights and privileges is
not worth our while to talk upon, for the circular just
read, we suppose will satisfy all well informed Masons, and
all those that are not Magons. We are aware that there
are many that can never be shown, to those we leave to
let them leap where they may see proper, but when they
have done it, well for them that they may not have to
mourn at their folly. Then as above stated, the Star in
the East Lodge, No. 12, became a subordinate Lodge un-
der the Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania of A.
Y. M. and received their Charter, bearing the number 21,
and worked accordingly. In November, 1848, Richard
Saulsbury, Joseph H. Banks, John E. Young, Benjamin
W. Sharper and Samuel Gireen, made application to the
Star in the East Lodge, No. 21, and were admitted mem-
bers thereof ; and together with Moses (. Wilson and
Samuel Ward, who resigned their membership from the
Star in the East Lodge, were recommended to the Grand
Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania for a charter, which
was granted, and they were established in Wilmington,
State of Delaware, known by the name of Rising Sun

B sl
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Lodge, No. 28, and proceeded according to Orders Masoni-
cally. The following named brethren were duly installed
to their respective offices.
Moses (. Wilson, W. M.
Benjamin W. Sharper, S, W.
Samuel Ward, J W.
Richard Saulsbury, John E. Young,
Joseph H. Banks, Samuel (Gireen.

And also in the same year, William Blunt, John W,
(ireen, James Boyer, John Viney, William Neal, Alexan-
der Watson, William Jones, Samuel Moody, Daniel Rus-
sell and Samuel George, made application and were admit-
ted members thereof of the Star in the East Lodge, No, 21,
and afterwards was recommended by the Star in the East
Lodge, No. 21, to the Grand Lodge for the State of Penn-
sylvania for a charter, which was granted, and they were es-
tablished in the town of Delaware City, known by the name
of Meridian Sun Lodge, No. 29, and proceeded according to
Orders Masonically. The following named brethren were.
duly installed to their respective offices.

William Blunt, W. M.

Jonn W. Green, S. W.
James Boyer, J. W.
Alexander Watson, Secretary.
John Viney, Treasurer.
William Neal, Tyler.

It was stated in Wilmington, Del., on 27th of June,
1855, in an address delivered by Samuel Van Brakle
that the Star in the Fast Lodge, No. 12, was rep-
resented at the Convention in Boston ; if so it was not
known to the Star in the East Lodge, for these reasons,
they received no notice to attend the (Convention, they
sent no representative, neither did they receive any report
from the convention direct to the number, and if they
were represented it was through the representatives from
Hiram Grand Lodge, Pennsylvania ; therefore these asser-
tions made at the time the address was delivered are en-
tirely false. But since that it has been denied in two or
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three instances by those who made the assertions, that no
such assertions were ever made; therefore such as are
in public print is all that is claimed by us. As we have
given you the formation of our former authority, we will

roceed to state the further advancement and progress of

‘ree Masonry, in the State of Delaware, and will include
in the latter part any omission that we may have made,
that should have appeared before in this pamphlet.

We received a complete communication from the Grand
Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania, informing us that
there were three Lodges existing in the State of Dela-
ware, and the Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania
had more business to attend to than they could convenient-
ly do, that New Jersey, New York and Maryland had ju-
risdiction over their respective States, and requesting us
to come forward at the next meeting of the Grand Lodge
and pay all our dues, according to law, and take charge of
our own State; well we believed it to be just and right,
and inasmuch as they notified us to go, we concluded to
comply with their request, and did pay all of our taxesin
open Grand Lodge, and have proof of the same. We then
returned to our constituents and reported our proceedings
which were cordially received; and then proceeded in
the following manner and formed a Grand Lodge for the
State of Delaware.

FORMATION OF THE HIRAM GRAND LODGE
OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE.

According to previous notice and arrangement the
Masters, Wardens and Legal Representatives of the
subordinate Lodges of the State of Delaware, viz: Star
in the Kast Lodge, No. 21; Rising Sun Lodge, No. 28,
and Meridian Sun Lodge, No. 29, (formerly under the
Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania,) met in
solemn convention in the Masonic Hall, in Fifth street, (n
Saturday, at 1 o’clock, P. M., June 9th, A. D. 1849, to
take into consideration the formation of a Grand Lodge
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in and for the State of Delaware, for the better government
of the Ciaft; and according to Ancient Rule we possess
the right of congregating and establishing a Grand
Lodge in said State; we therefore did select and install
the following named Brethren for the ensuing year. The
were installed in their respective offices by R. W. Jacob
Jenkins, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge for the State
of Pennsylvania, and R. W. Peter Anderson, Deputy
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge for the State of Penn-
sylvania.
Brother Levi Anderson, R. W. G. M.

¢ Moses G. Wilson, R. W. D. G. M.

“  William Blunt, R. W. 8. G. W.

“  Michael Sterling, R. W. J. G. W.

“  Bennett Hill, G. Treasurer.

“  Joseph H. Banks, G. R. S.

“ John E. Young, G. C. S.

“  Charles Webber, G. Pursuivant.

“  Levi Medford, Jr., G. Tyler.

The R. W. Grand Master made the following appoint-

ments :

Brother Alexander Watson, G. S. D.
“  Kennard Bayard, G. J. D.
“  Benjamin W. Sharper, G. M. C.
“  Henry Weeks, G. S. B.
“  John Viney, G. M.
“  Daniel Russell, . Chavlai
“  Henry Johnson, } s
“  Himesley Jackson
“  Samuel }('}reen, " § G 8.

Therefore, the Hiram Grand Lodge of the State of
Delaware, was legally constituted, and has continued to
pursue her labors, and to exercise a supreme power over
the Subordinate Lodges opened under her jurisdiction, in
the State and out of the State, where no Grand Lodge ex-
isted. Although at the formation there were only three
Lodges in the State, but since that time, by her perseve-
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rance and industry in the Ancient Land marks and usages
of Masonry, we have been successful in establigshing the
following named Lodges.

Rising Sun Lodge, No. 4, Milton, Delaware, established
March 17, A. D., 1852.

Radiant Sun Lodge, No. 5, Providence, R. 1., estab-
lished Febrmary 22, A, D., 1853.

Prudence Lodge, No. 6, Dover, Delaware, established
January 20, A. D.,; 1855.

St. John's Lodge, No. 7, Smyrna, Delaware, established
July 28, A. D., 1855.

Temple Lodge, No. 8, Milford, Delaware, established
October 27, A. D., 1855.

Forest Sun Lodge, No. 9, Odessa, Delaware, established
March 7, A. D., 1856,

Therefore we stand a free and independent State Grand
Lodge, and acknowledge no other authority superior to a
State Grand Lodge. Adso we here state the formation of
the Hiram Grand Lodge, Pennsylvania, by a convention.
Names of Lodges:

New Jerusalem Lodge, No. 1, (now expelled.)
Harmony Lodge, No. 5.
Union Lodge, No. 4.

We proceed to make some few remarks to substantiate
more fully the illegality of the foul innovation, the Na-
tional Grand Lodge and the formation and granting of
Warrants and Dispensation to different States by the Afri-
can Grand Lodge. The Warrant from England was
granted to Boston, September 29, 1784, according to that
commission they estabhshed a Grand Lodge from that
charter in Boston, and in 1797 the Grand Lodge of Boston
that one number granted a Warrant to Penamsylvania, which
was numbering 459, in Philadelphia, and it appears the
same Number 459 was in Boston, therefore see the irre-
gularity at once, if they were a Grand Lodge in Boston
and granted Warrants, why put the number on subordi-
nate warrants 7 Again the warrant that was received from

-
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England to Boston was never complied with, they have
never paid their taxes due the Grand Lodge fund in Eng-
land, and when sent for they never appeared, neither in
person, proxy, or by letter, neither did they send money;
therefore in 1813 their charter was expelled by the Grand
Lodge of England, or recalled, and it appears that the
No. 459 has been sent to some part of the West Indies,
yet they publish as a Grand Lodge the Mother, and must
every other bow to them like the Humbug (First Inde-
pendent African Grand Lodge of the United States of
North America.) African Grand Lodge emanating from
Great Britain; very strange what had Africa to do with
it. They also claim it first, that is not the fact, now they
boast of being citizens of Pennsylvania, claiming a right
to these Unitea States; it is high time then they had laid
down the unwholesome paper, and stick according to their
native principles as Americans, if they are, if not that
satisfies. The Philadelphia African Grand Lodge was
formed 1815, two years after the denouncement of their
former power by Great Britain; we now give you the
proceedings of their publications, the doings of the Na-
tional at Boston :

“The Delegates from the several Grand Lodges met ac-
cordingly in convention, and formed a Grand Lodge, under
the title of the most worshipful National Grand Lodge of
free and accepted A. Y. M., of color, for the United States
of North America, and the Masonic jurisdiction thereunto
belonging.

To all whom it may eoncern: Health, Wealth and Pros-
perity :

Kxow Yr: That on the twenty-fourth day of June,
A. D., one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, A. L.
five thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, a conven-
tion of representatives of the State Grand Lodges of color,
to wit: The Grand Lodge of the city of Boston, State
of Massachusetts ; the First African Grand lodge of
North America, of the city of Philadelphia, State of
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Pennsylvania, and the Hiram Grand Lodge of the same
city and State, met in the city of Boston, State of Massa-
chusetts, and after mature deliberation, the said represen-
tatives (the requisite or required Masonical number of
Grand Lodges being present,) adopted a resolution, unani-
mously, in good faith and harmony, to organize and open
a National Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient
York Masons, for the United States of North America
and the Masonic jurisdiction thereunto belonging. The
said representatives then proceeded to nominate officers for
the said Grana Lodge, (having full power to do so ex-
pressed in the credentials,) when the M. W. John T. Hil-
ton, of the African Grand Lodge of Boston, was chosen R.
W. G. M.; M. W. James Bird, of the First African Grand
Lodge of North America, was chosen R. W. D. G. M;
M. W. Samuel Van Brakle, of the Hiram Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania, R. W.D. D. M. of the Middle States.
George C. Willis, D. D. G. M., of the Eastern District;
R. W. Martin R. Delany, D. D. G. M., of the Western
District; R. W. Brother Enos Hall, R. W. Senior Grand
Warden ; Brother Emery Cronikin, R. W. Junior Grand
Warden ; Brother William E. Ambush, Grand Secretary;
Brother James Newman, Grand Treasurer; Brother J. J.
G. Bias, Grand Chaplain; Brothers James W. Powel and
James Carter, Grand Deacons ; Brother Alexander Elston,
Grand Sword Bearer ; Brother Randolph Stokes, Grand
Pursuivant; Brother Joseph Doyer, Grand Marshal;
Brother Jonathan Miller, Grand Tyler.

DELEGATES.
African Grand Lodge, Hiram Grand Lodge,
Boston. Pennsylvania.

John T. Hilton, Samuel Van Brakle,
Henry Harris, Emery Cronikin,
George Gaul, James Newman,
William E. Ambush, Philip Buchanan,
Walker Lewis, Jonathan Lopeman,
George C. Willis, James Powel,
William H. Bruce, John Anderson.
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Boyer Lodge First African Grand e
Nycw Ybrlg.’ of North Americf,()dg q
Alexander Elston, James Bird,
William H. Clark, Dr. James J. G. Bias,
L. Hyden, James Richmond.

Articles of Union between the three Grand Lodges of
Free Masons of color in America. Inthe name of God,
Amen, have agreed as follows :

Arr. 1. The State Grand Lodges shall invariably ae-
knowledge the National Grand Lodge.

ARrT. 2. The National Grand Lodge shall meet once in
each year for the transaction of business, and all matters
that shall come regularly before it, and shall hold speeial
meetings whenever requested by three State Grand Lodges.

Art. 3. The election of officers for the National Grand
Lodge shall take place every three years, forever; and
each officer shall be attached to some subordinate lodge,
working regularly under the jurisdiction of some State
Grand Lodge, in which he or they may reside.

Art. 4. It shall be the duty of the former officers to
install their successors in office as soon after the election
as possible, to whom they shall deliver the effects of the
National Grand Lodge.

Agr. 5. All State Grand Lodges shall annually make
regular returns of a list of their members in good stand-
ing, so that there may be a perfect union throughout; and
any State Grand Lodge that shall neglect or refuse to
make their regular returns for two successive terms, shall
have their warrant vacated.

ART. 6. It shall be the duty of the Grand Master to
call lodges of emergency, whenever the nature of cases
may require it, of which he shall give due notice to his
district deputies, that each lodge may be apprized of the
same,

Arr. 7. The National Grand Lodge shall grant war-
rants to all State Grand Lodges applying, if worthy, which
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said Lodge shall be constituted agreeably to ancient rules
and regulations.

Arr. 8. The National Grand Lodge shall have power
to adjourn to meet inh any town, city, village, or State, in
its jurisdiction, and shall have power to summon its offi-
cers, books and papers of all State Grard Lodges, to ex-
amine the doings of all lodges under its jurisdiction.

Art. 9. No State Grand Lodge of color shall be taken
into fellowship, nor be considered legal, which does not
hold its warrant under this National Grand Lodge, and
agreeably to the declaration of sentiment as signed in open
convention, by the delegates of the several Grand Lodges
in convention assembled.

Agr. 10. The Grand Master shall, on his retiring from
office, deliver this warrant, with all the effects of the Na-
tional Grand Lodge, to his successor in office whenever
duly installed.

Arr. 11. All State Grand Lodges who shall refuse to
comply with all the doings of the National Grand Lodge
shall not be considered in fellowship, and as such shall be
recorded.

Adopted in the city of Boston on the 24th day of
June, A D., 18347, A. L., 5847, and signed by the above
mentioned Delegates. Readers we must call your atten-
tion to a few words already stated, that the African Grand
Lodge Delegation were not in Boston, and there was no
session on that day, for the procession was in Boston,
Philadelphia, and als) Wilmington, the African Grand
Lodge men were in Philadelphix ; they also state they had
full power to form a National Grand Lodge, this is mot
the fact, they had no such power, their power was to meet
at Boston, to take into consideration the propriety of form-
ing a union with all colored Masons in these United States,
and when that was effected it was their duty to rcturn
home and report to their constituents their proceelings,
and in every State where two Grand Lodges existed, it
should have been for the State to entered into every

C
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measure for their better government, which had to be
done a:ter all the intrigue with the National, after th
formed, it was not acknowledged, except New York hum-
bug party. Maryland would not touch it, except a few
who were like the founders, generally money catchers, and
in the true sense of the matter there is the difficulty; t’hey
the National wen, chiefly found themselves entirely out of
the State Grand Lodges, and wished something to hang
on, saw deep the mystery, particularly when they found
their error and the National would not be submitted to
rule the S:ate Grand Lodges; Pennsylvania in particular
gave them to understand, that they could not nor never
should be the ruling power over them, that they would
control their subordinate Lodges, and they would grant
Dispens:tions and Warrants in any State or Territory
whire no Grand Lodge existed, and the decision of the
State Grand Lodge should be final when any question
came Lefure them for deliberation. Not that the parties
should have the right to appeal to a National affair consti-
tuted out of twelve or fifteen men, and those under trial
should have the right that whenever he or they could get
three members of the Grand Lodge to dissent from the
Grand Lodge's decision they should have the right of ap-
al ; in cases of that kind never could a question be set-
tled in the Grand Lodge. The meeting of the National
is every three years, except special meetings, and then
view the cost of special calls, to travelling, board, loss of
time, &c., &c., which any body of men would or should
have the judgment to investigate; all these matters were
deemed premature, the whole ery was National! National'
National ! or you will be expelled,and now what isit? they
are expelled themselves, and we will ask the decision of
every true hearted Mason, if every officer and member of
a number or Grand Lodge, that would dare to meet in &
room never dedicated to Masonic purposes, without the
proper officers or charter being present, au.ld tlgere transact
business, until 4 or & o’clock in the morning, if expulsion
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was not doing them justice? and opening the (irand
Lodge as regular as though every officer were present.
Please examine the following publications, which will have
their unmasonic actions.

At the anuual election, held December 18, 1848, the
following named Brethren were duly elected and installed
to their respective offices :

Brother Jacob Jenkins, R. W. G. M.
" Peter Anderson, R. W. D. G. M.
o Jonathan Lopeman, S. G. W.
“ Isaac Wester, J. G. W.

“ Robert Brown, G. I'reasurer.
i Dr. David J. Peck, G. R. Secretary.
“ Joseph Wethington, G. C. Secretary.

Rev. George Galbraith,
“  Jumes J. G. Bias,  Grand Chaplains.
“  Samuel Gray,

After the above tuking place, difficulties arose at sundry
times until it grew so very annoying that those who de-
sired freedom and wished to enjoy it as their legal right
were foreed to issue the following circular:

To Arn Granp Lopaes THrovGHOUT THE UNION :
These presents come Greeting :

Whereas, the United States
of North America, having become a separate and inde-
pendent nation, the Masonic Fraternity of the different
States of said Union, possessing the sawme rights of or-

nizing and forming laws for the regulation of the Craft
1n their respective States, without committing any breach
upon the fundamental principles and constitution of the
Order; without making any innovation upon the ancient
landmarks; and not to abolish useful ceremonies ; but
still to promote and cherish a brotherly connexion and in-
tercourse with all Grand Lodges formed on the established
usages of the Craft; with the sole view and warmest
wishes to inculcate a spirit of peace and unity among the
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Brethren, and to excite a proper reverence for the Insti.
tution throughout the universe. And whereas the Grand
Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania having labored for
the last two years under grievous burdens, imposed upon
her by the laws and regulations of the National Grand
Lodge, which laws we find to be contrary to the universal
laws of ancient Freemasonry. <

1st. She having arrogated to herself the right of de.
stroying tl ¢ sovereignty of the State Grand Lodges, by
denying tl em the right of formation. '

2nd. By giving the right of appeal from the final de-
cisions of the State Grand Lodges.

3d. By imposing excessive taxations upon the State
Grand Lodge; thereby impoverishing the numbers.

A. L. 5849, PaiLaApeLruIA, Oct. 15, A. D. 1849,

At a communication of the Grand Lodge for the State
of Pennsylvania, the following Resolutions were passed by
a mejority of 22 to 5.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge acknowledge the
Grand Lodge for the State of Ohio, provided they be
formed according to the ancient laws and usages of Free-
masonry. §

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge acknowledge the Hi-
ram Grand Lodge of the State of Delaware, provided they
be formed according to the ancient laws and usages of
Freemasonry.

Re:olved, That we acknowledge all Grand Lodges that
are working according to the ancient laws and usages of
Freemasonry.

Resolved, That there be a committee of five appointed
to carry out the above Resolutions, and that a copy of the
same be sent to the National Grand Master, and to all
Giand Lodges.

Whereupon the following named Brethren were several-
ly appointed the said committee :—Joseph Wethington,

Liewis Foreson, Rev. George Galbraith, Jacob Jenkins,
Isaac Wester,
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After the above commuaication the following was done
or performed.

Masonic Notice: To all whom it may concern:

At a meeting of the following numbers composing the
majority of the Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsyl-
vania, held at Mason Hall, South Seventh street, on Fri-
day evening, the Yth inst., to take into consideration the
gt{évan"-es under which we labor by reason of the burden-
some laws imvosed upon the G. I. for the State of Penn-
sylvania, by the National Grand Lodge, which laws we
find to be contrary to the ancient usages of Free Masonry.
At the appointed hour, Brother William Winters was
called to the chair, and Brother Renben Turner appointed
Secretary; the meeting being duly organized, the Chair-
man stated the object of the meeting. After mature delibe-
ration the following resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the numbers herein named dissolve all
further connection with the N. G. L. of the U. 8. A. to
take effect forthwith.

Resolved, That Lewis Foreson, Joseph Wethington and
George Galbraith be appointed a committee, with full
power to carry out the above sentiments.

Union Lobpae, No. 4.

Joseph Wethington, W. M.; Solomon Marskall, 8. W ;

Elisha Hitchens, J. W.; Isaac Wester, P. W. M.
SuesAa Lobge, No. 7.

James Wilson, W. M.; Benjamin Johnson, J. W

Daniel R. Matthews, Secretary.
Fipeviry Lobae, No. 8.

James Parker, W. M.; David Hall, J. W.; Henry Ro-

binson, P. W. M.; Lewis Foreson, Secretary.
Harmony Lobage, No. 10.
William Winters, W. M.; Richard Davis, S. W.; John
Allison, J. W.
Prupence Lobpag, No. 11.
Francis Faucett, W. M.; John Rhodes, 8. W.; Thomas
c*
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Chain, J. W.; Reuben Turner, Secretary; John Diton,
P.W. M.
CHRISTIAN LoDGE, No. 12,

Abraham Johuston, W. M.; James C. Allen, 8, W.;
James Cole, J. W. |
Paxon Lopgg, No. 16.

¥ enry Tolbert, Proxy; Kdward Bennett, W. M.; Aaron
M. Bennett, Secretary. _

Thereiore it is plain to be seen that is the second step
taken by those who desired peace and freedom, and the
full enjoyment of the same. We will now give you a few
of the publications that were issued by the National Grand
Lodge or its officers against the Grand Lodge for the State

of Pennsylvania, and also we will insert the Grand Lodge’s

defence or contradiction, of the above mentioned publi-
cations.

Behold the following! First, private notice :

A. L, 5849, PHiLADELPHIA, A. D., Nov. 10, 1849,

Brother Jacob Jenkias: You in connection with
Brothers Peter G. Auderson, Isaac Wester, Jonathan
Lopeman, Joseph Wethington, George Galbraith, Francis
Faucett, Lewis Foreson, James Parker, John Diton, Henry
Robinson, Reuben Turner, David Jacobs, Jacob Bradley,
David Hall, are hereby charged with revolt and conspiracy
against the Natipnal and State Grand Lodges, with intent
to destroy and break up the same, in violation of your
obligations. Now therefore take notice, from this date
you are not to officiate in no wise officially, under the
authority of the National Grand Lodge of the United
States, or Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania,
until satisfaction be made and you cquitted of the charge.

By order of the D. D. G. M. of th= N. @. L;D.J.
Peck, G. Secretary of the G. L. for the State of Penn-
sylvania.

S. Van Brakle, R. D. D. G. M.
Second, publie communieation in Ledger :
Know ye, that I, Samuel Van Brakle, duly elected and
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installed R. W. D. D. G. M., by the unanimous suffrages
of the Grand Lodge of these United States by represen-
tation, in general convention assembled, and by the N. G.
L. of the United States of America, to have power and:
jurisdiction over several State Grand Lodges.

N herefore, take notice that authentic information has
been received by me, that Jacob Jenkins. R. W. G. M.,
or the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons, for the
State of Pennsylvania, (of color) together with other of-
ficers and representatives, have been guilty of violating
their obligations, to the disunion of our noble Order..

Therefore I, Samuel Van Brakle, R. W. D. D. G. M.,
declare the officers seats in the Grand Lodge to be vacant,
and remain vacated by them, until they are brought to
trial, and prove themselves innocent of the charge. 1
therefore appoint our worthy P. R. W. G. M., Williany
H. Riley, to act as Grand Master of the said Grand Lodge,
for the State of Peunnsylvania; and Mr. Jacob Jenkins
will deliver up the charter seal, and all other property
held by him to the said R. W. G. M., William H. Riley,
without fail, and may peace and happiness attend you.

Given under my hand and the seal of the N. G. Lodge
this 12th day of November, A. D., 1849, A. L. 5849.

——A—

{ Great Seal. ¥ S. Van Braxirg, D. D.G. M. N.G. L.
4 ;..—..Y.——J i

THIRD.
To all whom it may concern :

Know ye, that on the 13th day of November, A. D.,
1849, A. L. 5849, at a special communication of the
Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania, held at the.
Masonic Hall, South Seventh street, Philadelphia, it was
on motion, resolved, that the following named be sus-

nded until the next regalar communieation of the Grand
mge, when they are heieby crdered to appear, and show
cause why they shall not be expelled, viz: Jacob Jen-
kins, Isaac Wester, Jonathan Lopeman, George Galbraith,
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Joseph Wethington, Lewis Foreson, Francis Faucett, Wil
liam Winters, Reuben Turner, John Diton, James Parker,
James Wilson, Abraham B. Johnson, Henry Robinson,
James Cole, Thomas Chain, David Hall, John Allison,
Solomon Marshall, Richard Davis, Elisha Thitcher, &e.

FOURTH.
7o all whom it may concern :

Know ye, that on the 15th day of November, A. D,
1849, A. L. 5849, that the Grand Lodge for the State of
Pennsylvania, met at the Masonic Hall, South Eleventh
street, Philadelphia, pursuant to adjournment, on the 13th
instant, to consider the action passed on the 9th instant,
by the following named Lodges: Union Lodge, No. 4;
Sheba Lodge, No. 7; Fidelity Lodge, No. 8; Harmony
Lodge, No. 10; Prudence Lodge, No. 11; Christian
Lodge, No. 12, and Paxon Lodge, Lodge, No. 16; when
it was, on motion, resolved that the above named lodges
be and are hereby suspended until the next quarterly com-
munication of the Grand Lodge, at which time they are
summoned to appear, and show cause why they should not
be expelled, and that all brethren of said lodges, who are
not concerned in the plot, or conspiracy and rebellion
against the National Union, with those lodges, are hereby
requested to report themselves to the Grand Secretary
forthwith. [Extract from the minutes.]

Attest, DR. DAvip J. Peck, G. Secretary.

We will now give the public the contradiction of the
above mentioned publications, by the Grand Lodge for
the State of Pennsylvania, and show at once the illegality
of their proceedings, as a good work is always worthy of
defending, especially when it is improperly represented,
therefore we feel it to be our duty to insert the following:

MASONIC NOTICE.
To all whom it may concern :

Whereas, a libellous publication appeared in the Public
Ledger of the 15th inst., purporting to be from the Grand
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Lodge, for the State of Pennsylvania, suspending eertain
members thereof. Now, know ye, all men, this is to.cer-
tify, that no meeting of the G. L. for the State of Penn-

vania, was held on the 13th inst. A meeting of the G.

was called for the 13th inst., but in consequence of the
riotous disposition of many, the meeting was not organized.
Some persons assembled in the third story room of the
Union Hall, and assumed the duties of a Lodge. The
Grand Master and Wardens being in the Lodge room
above. Every regular Mason knows that no ex-officers
or officers pro tem, can supersede those lawfully elected
and installed, until a new election takes place; therefore
we pronounce the aforesaid meeting illegal and without
authority. In testimony thereof, we have signed our
names and caused the seal of the G. L. for the State of
Pennsylvania, to be affixed hereunto, this 16th day of
November.

Philadelphia, A. D. 1849 or A. L. 5849.

—— Jacob Jenking, R. W. G. M.
Seal. Jonathan Lopeman, 8. G. W.
—— Isaac Wester, J G. W.

Joseph Wethington, Grand Cor. Sec'ry.
Cavrion.—I hereby notify the publie, that in conse-
quence of the abuse of office by Dr. David J. Peck, in at-
testing the publication of an unauthorized meeting, I do
hereby declare by the authority vested in me, that his

signature isinvalid during my administration.

Jacob Jenkins, R. W. G. M.
Therefore reader you rmay discover at once the irregu-
larity of the proceeding of the National party as clear as
day. For we see by their own publications, that they as-
sembled in the third story room of the Union Hall, and
assumed the duties of a Girand Lodge, and transacted busi-
ness, and published their proceedings to the known world,
without having the duly elected and installed Grand Lodge
officers present ; and furthermore without the duly clected
and installed R. W. . Master; together with the Waw
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vant of the Grand Lodge, which was contrary to the laws
and usages of Masonry in deed and in fact; for the laws
and usages of Masonry teach that no Lodge or Grand
Lod'ge can meet in the character of Masons, and transaet
busme.ss. without being invested with proper and legal
authority to do so ; therefore we say that in this case the
have swerved from the ancient laws and usages of Ma-
sonry, and have disregarded their most solemn engage-
ments to the tenets of the Order. Also we see in another
publication of the National party, of which we have been
careful to insert, of a'meeting held on the 15th of No.
vember, A. D,, 1849, A. y 9849, met at the Masonic
Hall, South Eleventh street, Philadelphia; assuming the
duties of a Grand Lodge, pursuant to adjournment on the
13th instant, and transacted business, which business re.
sulted in the suspension of seven lodges, and an admonition
to all brethren to report themselves to the assumed Girand
Lodge of their intentions. O how dark and void is the
understanding, when the mind is covered over with a
hideous mask of ignorance! Therefore we are forced, and
truth eompels us to say, that the business of that meeti
was done illegal, for the R. W. G. Master, with the War-
rant, and the rest of the Grand Lodge officers were absent,
and was ignorant of the business or meeting, until its
proceedings were published in the public papers. 0 what
blind guides the National party must be, and we might
safely say that they are blind leaders of the blind, and they
must all fall in the ditch together. .

We will now give you another genuine and authentic
publication from the Grand Lodge for the State of Penn-
sylvania, which we are bold to say that there is no bastardy
about it, or belonging to it, it is as follows:

MASONIC NOTICE.

A. L. 5849, Philadelphia, November 20, A. D., 1849.

At a special communication of the Granq Lodge for the
State of Pennsylvania, held at the Masoqlc Hal.l, South
Seventh Street, the officers in their respective stations, the
following resolutions were adopted :
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Resolved, That the Grand Lodge for the State of Penn-
sylvania do acquiesce with the numbers in denouncing the
National Grand Lodge of the U. 8.

Resolved, That the Warrant of Laurel Lodge, No. 2,
be and is hereby suspended, and the officers be notified to
appear on the first Monday in December, at 74 o’clock in
the evening, and show cause why they shall not be ex-
pelled for assembling in an illegul meeting, and assuming
the duties of a Grand Lodge, on the 13th inst., and pub-
lishing the names of mewbers in the Fublic Ledger.

Resolved, That the Warrant of St. Cyprian Lodge, No.
18, be and is hereby suspended for not complying with the
19th article and 5d section, &e., &ec., and for non pay-
ment of taxes.

Resolved, That the Warrant of Pheenix Lodge, No. 3 ;
Hiram Lodge, No. 5; Widows’ Sons, No. 6, and Mount
Lebanon Lodge, No. 9, be and they are hereby expelled,
for non payment of taxes, and thut their officers and mem-
bers for assembling on the 1Zth inst., in an illegal meet-
ing thereby assuming the authority of a Grand Lodge,
and such expulsion be according to Masonry.

Resolved, 1 hat the Grand Lodge for the State of Penn-
gylvania do hereby dissolve all further connexion with the
N. & L. of the U. S.of A., and they are hereby notified
to prepare for settlement, with the Statc Grand Lodge.

. B.—1he members that were so cal'ed suspended
were all in good standing with their nuwbers, and the
numbers were in good standing with the Grand Lodge,
they having complied with all the rules and regulations.

—— Jacob Jenkins, R. W. G. M.

Seal. Attest, Juseph Wethington,

—— Grand Corresponding Seeretary.

Now reader we will give you another publication from
the National body or compact, and now listen at its tone
of legality assumed.

At a quarterly communication of the Grand Lodge, for
the State of Pennsylvania, of Ancient York Masons of
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color, held December 17, A. D. 1819, A. L. 5849, the
Lodge being opened in due form, by Brother William H.
Riley, P. G. M, the documents referred to were read and
approved, &ec., and all the members and lodges tnerein
charged with conspiracy and rebellion against the National
Union, in violation of their obligations, to the disunion of
our noble Order, were ordered to appear before the said
Grand Lodge for trial, and were accordingly expelled ; and
a committee of five appointed to obtain the warrant, seal
and other preperty of the said Grand Lodge. [Extract
from the minetes.]
Attest, Doct. D. J. Peck, G. Secretary.

Therefore by a careful reading of the above, we dis-
cover, and that plainly, the foul innovations of the Na-
tio al compact.  First, they state, that ata quarterly com-
munication of the Grand Lodge for the State of Penn-
gylvania of A. Y. M., of color, held December 17, A. D.
1849, A. L. 5849, the Lodge being op:ned in due form by
Brother William . Riley, P. G. M., and the order of
business was the reading of documents, and the approval
of the same. We must here state, that there was no com-
munication hell on the above mentioned date, by the
Grand Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania, and opened
in due form by William H. Riley, P. G. M., for William
H. Riley had no power to call a communication of the
Grand Lodze, nor no other man on earth excepting the
regularly elected and installed Grand Master Jacob Jen-

kins, who was the only man that was clothed with sach a

glorious and illustrious mantle of authority which hisand
ever will stand all of the conilicting elements of the im-
pure and poisonous breaths of the Narional Co :pact,
therefore the authority of Wm. H. Riley was only that
of assumption, as all the rest has been since the great egg
become to be broken. Secondly they also state that all
of the members and Lodges, therein charged with con-
spiracy, and rebellion against the National Union, were
ordered to appear before the said Grand Lodge for tria
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and ‘were accordingly expelled ; therefors it is evident, if
the call of the ouswanicatiin of the Grend Lodze was il
legsl, as we have very explicitly shawn, then it follwe of
oonrse for the transsotions of that communscation w be
illigal, snd withour anthority ouly that of sssuoptive,
Thirdly and lastly, they appotated & committes of five to
obtain the warrant. scel and other propenty of the ssid
Grasl Lodge.  Now redvr, it is pluinly scen according ta
their pwn trsnsactions, and more particalerly (o this
sestenoe that their doiugs were itlegal. 'n:‘nuu Wy
that a qusrterly communicution of the Grasd Lodge way
bolil, wlso they may [t was opened in due form, which we
ar bold to contrudict, for it was & matter of Tmpossibility,
fur any ssan uader the sun to open that Grand Lodge in
due form on suy other Graod Lodge without the warmans
ar charter of their suthority ; therefora at this moeting
thoy had sot the warrast, and if they had, why need they
appoint & cowsmitter of five to obtain the wurrant seal and
otber y but the fact 34 they had not the warrant,
pekther hal Kx any right o the warrant, therefiro we
cenclude from their own manuseripts, that their procesd-
ings weee all illegul, and without authority, saving that of
i ; snd overy penunine Mason that wndestands
the baws and wages of Masary, will undoubtedly von-
elude decidedly that they sre illzgad, but v s happy o
may that the warmne, seul snd other praperty, remain safe
sad sound in the enstody of the Grsnd Lodze for the State
of Peansyivanin, and ever will, ne long as theeo iy ooe to
:‘M ma - of freodam howing within hin hreast,
in abover v precepls of, and » oter of our
most noble institation, W
HEAR YE! HEAR YE!! HEAR YE!N!
To rux Rronr Wonsuiervs, Graxp Masres or 1ux
Uraxn Lapae or 1ae Stave or New Josgy.
These prosents comen Gireting :
Whereas, The Grand Lodge of the State of New Jer.
sey s now ndutboj.n‘nﬁ;iund antharity of the Na.
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tional Girund mmdndnh and regulations baving

boew wsde b vatiemal Gramd  Lodge, as are contrary
o Masunmic l’u-xc Therefure, we, the members of S5,
dohin’ Lodge, No. Lot A, Y. M., Jnhtcbymﬁll
tnstnnngnt to yoar hunnr, with th‘dhm.‘ I'!le
A dr mm:-duw
Al L5550, Trentos, N. J., April 13,A. D, 1850-
On wotiom, Rescdved, That we, the officers and mem-
Yoers of 83, Jolmal.odmr, No. Lof A. Y. M, do
ali further comnexion from this dm with tlnﬂm‘
of the State of New Jersey, o
O motion, Hesolved, That we, the offcors ndngni
hers of Bt John's Lode, No. 'V, of ACY, M., do
redgn and dissdve oll further comnexion with the
Grand Lodze from this dute.  In testimon Mﬂ
have sigeed or cansed the same 16 be dooe,
the names of the miinbork of the sbove named IM

date as aforesadd).
BENJAMIN STRW.\RD
ROBERT THOMAR
HENRY ELLSRURY.

MASONIC NOTICE

At a quarledy communieation  of the Hiram ﬂnﬂ
Bandzme. AL Y. M., State of Dedaware,

Wakngas, The seli-atvied, s oalled Natiosal Grand
Lodge of the United ﬂutm of Nurth Amwerion, lid orvansed

a publication 1o be issael in the Poldio Lodgve, July 10th,
thereby mesumtoz the authority of appointing a
!k-puv Mastar for the Stote of Delawsro:  Naw, know
yo, all troe Mescmics, that the ssid N. G. Lo has no power
whatéver to nppuint such officor for the State of Delaware,
There s a regular Grand Lodwe in full foree and virtes,
exervisiog all the Masonie authority over the subcrdinate
nawbers in the State; and the. aud Grand Lodge having
no comoexion with the N 6. L., whatever, knowing it is
usmakonic, uncailed for, snd cortainly was illegally Sorsed.

a
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Every Grand bas the authority to tesnsact e o-
dividoal affuir :. ll;:;.}nfudﬁﬂm. aod no athor Seate
Grand Linhye ' W imterfere, except b
i , awd that h:’not botn grant'd M-T&win’”:
any other State.  Therefore we do herely declare wacl)
appointesent 1o be null and voad, snd comtoary 1 the uul-
venul of Masoury, soid strictly forbid any person
from the N. G L, or any other State Grmd Ledge, 0
inserfero with sny bmeiniss whatever, or to infringe upon
tho Masvmie riglts uf the Sty of Dulsware  Tho Hirss
Grand Lodge was farmed by » degal concention, snd there
i e Bigher tribonal can be granted on comth s Thers
] N.G. L plaialy shows the wemmmie tnmerations
Ui itaedl. ~ AGiven in upen Graml Ladge A. L 5550,
N L I0ah, A. D 1230,
Signed, LEVI ANDERSON, . W. 6 M.
- Attest, JOSEPH 1. BANKR G R See'ny.
Now resdor, we bave shown in o verr brief way, the risc
and prugeess of the eoaft in this State and alss have shawn
the confnsed state the eraft has boen laborioyg under in
other plices to whivh our State was very closely nllied
z“minily aml by beatherly Jove and sineere sffor-
of union snd fricadskip 1o the Brotherhood. We
will now procecd 4o the 8ith part of our subjeet.

FIFTH PART.

There has beon considorable enid slwmt the Chillicothe
Warrunt and the ssmw las boou ja part published and we
have mude sowse minote inguizy about the ssid Warrant,
and have rocvived information that such warmnt was pee-
sented in Fhiladedpiia, whick wy ksve received a eopy of
wald warrant, and report the sswo as far as onr information
Lo given us powne. The sid clarter was ased and worked
from May the Jth, 1583, up to Juse 24, 1837, Copy s
given oo
To ALL Witbx 1T MAY CONORRS THROGGHICT TUE GLoss

sevp GueeriNo.
Kaow ye, That we the Grod lodge of the State of

;

iég
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ompower our truaty eod well beloved brothren, James
ler, Jobn Mathews and Geonge W. Hilton 19 hold
lndgvauhh;;plmmby-pﬂnnd. %&l =
tieees m they way thin necessary acounding to
Masoary, snd to adnit and make Free Masons

to the wost anchent and honornble cnstom of the

¢exlt in all ages and nations throsghout the known warld

power our said brethron, Jomses Milker, Jokn Muthews
and George W. Hiltom to husir and detormine all and singy-
lar, satters and things relating 1o the oraft within their re-
spective jurisdiction of the ssid Lodge. Aud we
do bereby authorize sud ompower our trusty and well be-

loved brethren to nominate, ehoose and pass, and 1o is-

i-lt

Fiven under the hands snd seal of the Grand Lodge
for the State of (:}ios“ 7 1888,;'\. ‘:;, %88;‘
on m. . 3 « o
m &‘M. Bl w~ D!'O' u"
aﬂll}' VOI‘N. a. W| 8; 0. WQ' s



i copy is handed to us, wu Bave never seen it our-

but have often heard Famadd Vanbrackel speak and

e e

-eity. \ ia, except prescat

ed; mow how upoe eurth, and he 8 Mason, can he

| ilwutfmn.iu and he did not know it ustil

of the Union? Let every Free Masca judge for

what condition must be be placed in after know.

he ompe ook 1o heart for , and heold the muue

yenrs alterwards, for the very words from his

lips prove it, becasse he stutes that Ohio knew it was

they dimiod its ever coming frum thew; why
mut
ha

i
b
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leave the party instantly asd depart, and
ve beon sown faith in his assertion.  Azam

callupwa the readers of thie to kol at the canditing
warrant ever eoming from them, for
boen published te the world in ING3,
the Venn Tow Bavaer of the county of Philadel.
the ie Ledger, sod the New York Som,
those who knew anything in relation to sauld
sud the sme either good
il, med it wus aleo stated the warrant was st Ak
Badger, Fawyr's., office for examinatinn fur all those

: sce it, and that the Alderman stated
he believed it o be genuine from the seal; he,
. was 3 worthy Moson is Philedelphia,
a right to kwow ; it was there for more

s
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st came from some source of that kind: there wasan in-
vstigntion in Olso Grand wo are {nfurmed and they
bad sid they knew sothing of it. Now mark thes few

Hirnui Grasd Ldpmwdthum of the wembses
representatives of (hio Grand statod that be,
fore ho wae a Masn, reud the p wo in relation
tho Warrsnt, snd looked foe an -mu foomn momo souroe,
and never hesrd of any either lor it or agsinst it, uatil thed
time, aod ke Tuily be the warrant 10 be geod on ace
count of no denial of it from uny wainte, and ssid tho soue
in opem Grund Lodgein Obio; and sgnin, we understand
ciitoes from different States in the Unios when in Phila-
delphia visited the membors, and of conrm tbmomlhb
would have been some objection sonse ; sud snother
Instance, oomid not the gentlenan of m bevn se-
quainted with the metter, beine siztoen wiles of Philadel.
hia? Whv not they deny any momnmendation 34 wis
i=ded in three daily papers for wore than s woek,
Hirsts Grond Lodge estublished a numter in Cincinanti
thero was then nothing sail ; snd vecy reoently the Grand
Lodge for the State of Penmylvania catabitshed a sumbor
in Norrietown, snd bedd a procesion there with more than
00 2ocm ; Delawsro was peesent, snd yet the National re-
bels still hnk.’;u aod they m Kick, and that is all they
exu do, and i ve they  will =et . bo alis to
kick wuch lomger, m'ult from Ohio was stolen
with seversl other picecs of fwroiture, after the formation
of the Hirum Grand Lodge by one of the members of the
New Jorumlesa, No, 1, nnnd,v. Riokard W. Frishy, which
shoald hrebnnilndiudm Mmdt&ﬂcﬂu

r?if‘f

1%1

Ledze for safe Keoping, w to huve

doue, aad whon ealled for, it coudd have prodweed. The
maid Richord W. Frishy wis brosght befure the Honorabie
Recorder voux, Es., of l’hhddphu. and some of the
stolon furnitare was moumd, but the warmat war pever
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i Whe maid Frishy did establish Nambers from the
tin New Jersey, New Vork and Philsdolphis,
re informed that the warrsnt was & pood spueci-
o #tated 10 have beon forged had bees th truth.
of Frisky s long since squandered, s0d the bhest
those cond for any thing, bas been £ ¢ wveral years
members «f the Himmtn Gmod Lodge oow the
: for the Siate, The New Jo and Now
ork’ men are stanking by thewsclves, hailing e the
, s Order, bt It s jaupessitile for thems to ad-
vance, thoy have attomptod sovers! thnes to establish
Neumbers i the differont towas, but fail, purticulsrly in
Northern part of Pennsrdvanis. Wo give theso remarks
beowuse we deems it nocosary fross the conmexion with
the Grind Lodge for the State of Pennsylvasia; it is car
ux we orlgieatod from them and are not ashamed,
nd our Sormation was by the autharity we recelvad from
‘wending un word ax they did, after that the Grand
Lasdze bad segaonted, anid we were firmed Sefore the sepa.
‘Now what sutherity have, or what right could
presume, for us to give them azy oostrol over ns?
mdeed, the National must weok other quarters
ware. Wo show that wo wore th St s the -
Lot them stay bowe sod wind their ows business,
: mtwwmaomhbm‘h:v;&. doe. 30
© 1o peogosition 10 ur suything.
from us we vothing, unlnfl} we
ol we m W resent and 1o ro.
suthority thst origitates iv uny sach
National Compact, and a8 our rights kave
infri upen by the polsinoss bresth
ne blows wpon the community in wor
in the vindication of cur rights
3 & Jochiration of sentiment of the
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Declaration of Sentiment of the Members of Lodges of
Free and Accepted Ancient York Masons, held under
the Jurisdiction of the most Worshipful National Grand
Lodge of color, in the United States of America, held
at the City of Wilmington, State of Delaware, on the
97th day of March, 1855.

WiereAs. This Convention have met in solemn con-
voeation for the express purpose of organizing a State
Grand Lodge, under the jurisdiction of the N ational Grand
Lodge, and to protect the Craft from innovation, and give
a quietus to imposition as practiced in this State by a body
of Colored clandestine Masons.

SenTIMENT First,—That this Convention deplore the
condition of Colored Free Masonry in this State; from the
fact, that men have violated their solemn obligations to
the Supreme Judge of the universe, and have brought the
whole Order in disrepute.

SENTIMENT SECOND.—Therefore, in pursuance of the
above call we have met in general Convention, to give
our expression and execute our design, for the prosperity
of the Craft.

SentiMeNT Tairp.—The Great National Convention
that was held in the city of Boston, June 23, 1847, we
hereby pledge ourselves to each for the support of its great
principles to the full extent of our abilities, and implore
the hand of Providence in protection of this Great Ma-
sonic Family in the solemn ties of Brotherhvod.

SentiMeNT Fourtn.—We claim to be offsprings of a
parentage, that once for their excellence of attainment in
the arts, literature and science stood before the world un-
rivalled. Masonry raised her proud head and marched
forth in all her eplendor. We have mournfully observed
the fall of those institutions that shed lustre on our mother
Country, and extended to Greece and Rome those refine-
ments that made them them the theme of admiration,
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SENTIMENT F1rTH.—We rejoice that we are the inhabit-
ants of this proud State, where the liberty of speech and
the press are protected by law. And we ever will be loyal
to the government of this State, and pledge ourselves to
sustain its mandates. And as members of the Royal Craft
walk before the world worthy of our profession.

SENTIMENT S1XTH.—We, therefore, declare to the world
this declaration of sentiment, that our object is to extend
the principles of peace and good will to all mankind, and
correct the abuses that have been made within the limits
of this State by a body of expelled colored Masons, and
implore the hand of Providence to protect us in our noble
design.

LODGES REPRESENTED BY DELEGATION.

Kixe SoromoN Lonce, No. 1.—Absalom Black, John
Delehay, Isaac P. Carty, Solomon Flamer, Richard Brown,
Jacob Branton and David H. Gustus.

Sp. James Lopee, No. 2.—Henry Craig, Joseph G.
Walker, Thomas Herden, William Tillman, William Ro-
binson, John Batson and James Crozier.

Mount LesanoN Lopce, No. 3.—Benjamin Fields,
Kennard Trusty, John Tillman, John Davis, Garret Wil-
son and David Wiley.

Pyruacorus LopGe, No. 4.—Nathaniel Brinkley,
Thomas Brinkley, Vincent Berry and Prince N. Colwell.

Usitox LopGe, No. 5, organized since the meeting.—
The following named officers have signed this declaration
of sentiment :—Nehemiah Walker, John Young, Caleb
Bell and Abraham King.

JOHN DELEHAY, Chairman.

Davip H. Gustus, Secretary.

It appears to us from a careful reading of the preamblc
to their sentiments, that the convention was held for the
express purpose of organizing a State Grand Lodge under
the jurisdiction of the National Grand Lodge, at which
sentence we are astonished; for we know that accordir
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to Masonry no power is superior to a State Grand Lodge,
therefore as we have already shown their illegality on
former occasions, then it is very evident it is the same on
this oceasion.  Also they say to protect the craft from in-
novation, and give quictus to imposition as practiced in
this State by a body of colored clandestine Masons, they
say to protect the eraft from innovation, and in this very
act of their proceedings we say that they are guilty of
making innovations of the deepest and foulest, pernicious
and atrocious kind recorded on the pages of history.
Also they speak of a body of clandestine Masons, which
assertion we are bold in contradieting; we have always
b en able to let our light shine before men, we did not and
do not light the candle of Freemasonry in the eity or com-
munity in which we live, and put it under a bushel. No
sir, but we set it upon the candlestick of truth, and it has
reflected its beautiful rays upon the mind and conscien e
of all intelligent beings thhvoughout our State, and will do
so as long as the candle remains in the stick, which will
remain as long as there is one to stand in the defence of
truth. Therefore we are frank, open and plain, concern-
ing our authority and ean show it to the known world, and
not like them (the National) who boast of their authorit

which come from England but never can be seen, and if
seen it is no more valid than a piece of prown paper, and
admitting that they did receive their authority from Eng-
land, it is no more valid than a piece of brown paper, for
it was made null and void by the 14th rule of the Articles
of Union between the two Grand Lodges of England, De-
cember 1st, 1813, which we might insert if necessary, but
we deem it uncalled for ; for the enterpriging Mason may
find it by searching for it; therefore we put the shoe on
the other foot and conclude that they are, (if they are
Magons at all, which we know nothing about) the body that
are elandestine.  Also in th ir sentiments they declare
that they deplore the condition of Free Masonry in this
State, and also pledge themselves to cach for the support
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of the great National Convention that was held in Boston,
June 23d, 18347 ; which we are bold to say that they them-
selves by this declaration contradier their own public docu-
ments, for they have stated it publicly and boasted upon
it too, that the convention was held on the 24th of June,
1847, and their articles of Union was adopted on the sume
day, which we have in this book of facts proven to be false,
and now they come out with their declaration of sentimens
and deny its meeting on the 24th; therefore, reader, you
may see more fully the foul innovation of the National
Compact. And in the conclusion of their sentiments they
deem us a body of expelled colored Masons, and wish to
correet the abuses that have been made in this State by us.
Now, dear reader, by reading careful you will see that we
have never been expelled, for there was no power higher
than our own, and it was impossible for the Hiram Grand
Lodge of Delaware to expel herself, and we was subordi-
nate to no other pcwer in the known world, that had or
could assume a right, lawiully to expel us; here we see
their irregularity in this assertion, and conclude that it is
founded upon the basest and meanest principles of du-
plicity, deceit, treacherousness and contrariety to truth;
therefore we hope that the eareful reader with his pru-
dential judgment, will discover at once the great contrast
or difference between truth and light, and error and igno-
rance, for where error is planted, darkness certainly will
reign, and spread its direful influence wherever it can find
the slightest reception, for such has been the case in the
establishment of the National compact in the State of
Delaware, also it has been the means of reflecting a won-
derful shade over the general reputation of the institution,
especially by those who through ignorance will alwrys en-
deavor to speak evil of, and ridicule it. All such men
that will support such an unwholesome doctrine and prin-
ciples, and teach men the same, are characters whom vil-
laing dare not trust. and which all good, genuine, sound,
hard, legal and legitimate Masons must discountenance
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and forever detest. Now we stand up in the face of the
known wozld and proclaim that the Hiram Grand Lodge of
the State of Delaware never was in Union with the Na-
tional compact, never had any connexion with it in an
way, nor ever will, for we are a sovereign and indepen
ent body of our own, legally formed and constituted by the
right of convention, which there is no higher power than
the right of convention, for the establishment of a Grand
Lodge or any other body politicin the known world, with-
out exception. The Hiram Grand Lodge was established
June Oth, A. L., 5849, A. D. 1849, at Wilmington,
Delaware.

Names of Lodges not in fellowship with the Grand
Lodge for the State of Pennsylvania, New York, New Jer-
sey, Delaware and Maryland.

New Jerusalem Lodge, No. 1,
Harmony Lodge, No. 2, . .
Enoth Lodge; Nev8, of Philadelphis.
Noah Lodge, No. 4,
Evening Star of the East Lodge, No. 1,
Celestial Lodge, No. 2, '
Saint Peter’s Lodge, No. 3,
Saint Joseph’s Lodge, No. 4,
Saint David's Lodge, No. 555.

The above named Lodges were established by Richard
W. Frisby, Worshipful Master of New Jerusalem Lodge,
No. 1, Philadelphia; and Celestial Lodge, No. 2, New
York; which was established while in Union with the
Hiram Grand Lodge, and after his expulsion for taking
the warrant that we have just gave you a copy of, and other
unmasonic conduct, he %{ichard Frisby) proceeded to
and did establish the other seven lodges clandestine.
Therefore the Hiram Grand Lodge expelled the warrant of
New Jerusalem Lodge, No. 1, which was at the formation
with the Union, Lodge, No. 4, and Harmony Lodge, No.
5. The Celestial Lodge of New York is now in Union
with the United Grand Lodge of New York, and the
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others are not in union with any Grand Lodge except them-
selves, which are known as the Philanthropic Order, and
there is no Number existing in Fhiladelphia of that part
there, these that were formerly members, but their Lodges
have gone down entirely. I herefore we are now about to
bring our book of facts to a close, and all that we desire
is to be instrumental in conveying one ray of the light of
truth to those who are in search of light, for durkness has
become so gross that men who desire light must search for
it diligently, for our Great Giver of all light said in the
beginning, ‘‘Let there be light and there was light.”

We will now give you in conclusion of our book of facts,
our Grand Masonic Law and Article of Union, which we
are bound together under, and which we will ever respect.
They are as follows :

UNION, FRIENDSHIP AND BROTHERLY LOVE.
Grand Masonic Law and Articles of Union,

Of and between “The United Grand Lodge ot the State
of New York™ and the Grand Lodges of the several States
of these United States, of colored Masous who have here-
unto signed their names and affixed their seal.

THE LAW OF MASONRY.

Wuergss, It has been approved by all well governed
Grand Lodges of Ancient kree and Accepted Musons of
these United States of America, that each State sh mid
have one Grand Lodge as soon as the same could b
formed in accordance with the fundawental Laws, wiich

vern the Craft throughout the world, and the Grund
ﬁdge thus formed is an independent and sove eign bedy,
holding the entire jurisdietion over the State wherein she
is formed, and no Grand Lodge out of that State can enter
therein and infringe on her jurisdiction without a manifest
violation of one of the most sacred of the Masonic Laws
Lndm“u she has attempted to remove some of the Ancient

andmarks) inasmuch as she alone can exercise authority
within said State. -

o e
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But any rveqular Grand Lodye may exercise power and
authority over Misons as well as Lodges in any State or
Territory where there is no Grand Lodge formed,and
may establish Lodges therein, until such time as a Consti-
tutional Number of subordinate Lodges are established
within such State or Territory, and they do meet in con-
vention and form a Grand Lodge for said State or Terri-
tory, and report the same with the proceedings of said
Convention to all the State Grand Lodges of this Union,
and ask an acknowledgement of the same, and if her pro-
ceedings be regular and according to Masonic Law and
usage, she shall then be entitled to be admitted, on equal
terms into the Masonic Uaion as a sister Grand Lodge and
her jurisdiction shall thereafter be respected as such.

T'his is the decision that his been made on the subject
by every Grand Lodge in the United States who have en-
tertained the question, and it may now be considered as a
settled “Law of Masonry,” and therefore as such must be
respected by all who subscribe to our articles of Union.

ARTICLES OF UNION,

(loncluded, agreed upon and established by the under-
signed State Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted (colored)
Masons of these United States of America.

ARTICLE 1st. There shall be from and after the 24th
day of June, A. D., 1850, and A. L. 5850, next ensuing,
a full, perfect and perpetual Union and Correspondence of
and between the undersigned Grand Lodges of Ancient,
Free and Accepted (colored) Masons of these United
States of America, and all the brethren in good standing
bearing a certificate as such, of each of the several Juris-
dictions; so that in all time hereafter they shall form,
be known and constitute but one brotherhood, and said
brotherhood shall ouly acknowledge and be in Union with
but one Grand Lodge for each separate State or Territory
of these United States of America, and the subordinate
numbers and members under their several Jurisdictions.
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Provided always, that the said State Grand Lodge wue
formed in accordance with the rule and law of Masonry as
laid down on that subject.

ArTicLE 2nd. As soon as a new Grand Lodge is formed
for any State or Territory after the above named date, and
all its officers elected and installed, and the Grand Lodge
proclaimed and her proceedings approved and a copy
thercof transmitted to the several State Grand Lodges for
their sckncwledgement, and if the same be acknowledged
and approved, she shall cause the Articles of Union and
the Law of the Craft which precedes them to be read and
cause them to be signed by each and every member of said
Grand Lodge and the seal of the same to be affixed thereto.

Arricik 8rd. All Grand Lodges who shall enter into
and sign these “Articles of Union,” shall at all Installa-
tions and Grand Festivals cause these Articles of Union
to be read aloud in the Grand Lodge, and also in the
several subordinates of the same, on like occasions in order
that all brethren may be well informed on the subject.

ARTICLE 4th. As soon as a Grand Master shall have
received a copy of these “Articles of Union” and he ap-
prove of the same, he is most respectfully requested, for
the good of the Craft at large, to lay the same before his
Grand Lodge for their action, and if the same be approved
by his Grand Lodge, he shall cause the same to be signed
and sealed and proclaimed in the said Grand Lodge, and
also in every subordinate Lodge throughout his entire
jurisdiction, and imnediately thereafter cause the same to

made known to all Grand Lodges in good standing in
the several States.

Therefore, we, the undersigned Brethren of the United
Grand Lodge of the State of New York, do most respect-
fully and earnestly recommend, and send the above A.rti-
cles of Union for your consideration, approval and adoption;
they being such as we ourselves are now willing to enter
into, with any regular State Grand Lodge of good stand-
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ing, which adheres to, and stands by, and will support the
Constitutiond Rule and Law of the Craft, as above.*

—~— Given under our hand and the seal of the
L. S. } United Grand Lodge of the State of New York,
—~ )in open Grand Lodge, this twelfth day of June,

A. L., 5850.
James Barnett, M. W. Grand Master,
Jacob R. Gibbs, R. W. Dep. Grand Master,
Alexander Elston, R. W. Sr., G. Warden,
Arnold Ricks, R. W. Jr., G. Warden,
Charles Horton, R. W. G. Treasurer,
Jacob Francis, R. W. G. Regis.
Ransom F. Wake, R. W. G. Secretary.

|

[.. 8. } the State of Pennsylvania, and signed with our
—~ ) names, this twenty-eighth day of June, A. L.
5350, A. D., 1850.

Emory Coniken, R. W. Grand Master,
Jonathan Lopeman, R. W. Dep. . Master.
Isaac Wester, R. W. Sr., G. Warden,
Francis Faucett, R. W. Jr. G. Warden,
Wiiliam Winters, R. W. G. Treasurer,
Joseph Wethington, R. W. G. Ree'g Sec’ry,
Lewis Foreson, R. W. G. C. Sec'ry.

} Given under the seal of the Grand Lodge for

~+=") Given under our hand and the seal of the

L. 8. » Hiram Grand Lodge of the State of Delaware, in
| : —~ )open Grand Lodge, this first day of July, A.
f L., 5850.

‘l Levi Anderson, R. W. Grand Master,

| Moses G. Wilson, R. W. Dep. G. Master,

| William Blunt, R. W. Sr., G. Warden,

{ Michael Sterling, R. W. Jr., G. Warden,
Bennett Hill, R. W. G. Treasurer,

*The same has becn approved, snd the signatures of the rev-

erel Graud Lodges, wiil their seals sppeuded, is herewith given.
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Joseph H. Banks, R. W..G.. Rec. Sec'ry,
John E. Young, R. W. G. C. Sec'ry.
b Given under our hands and the seal of the
L.S. » First Independent Grand Lodge, jcolored) of
—~ ) Maryland, this nineteenth day of July, A. D.,
1850, A. L., 5850.
James Johnson, M. W, Grand Master,
Daniel Coburn, R. W. Dep. G. Master,
Stephen Queen, R. W. Sr., G. Warden,
John A. Fortune, R. W. Jr., G. Warden,
Jesse Harrison, R. W. Grand Treasurer,
James Deaver, R. W. Grand Secretary.

~+=7Y) Given under o:r hands and the Seal of Union

L. 8. L Gfand Lodge of the State of New Jersey, this

——~ ) twenty-fourth day of July, in the year of our
l.ord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, and A. D. H850.

Littleton Williams, R. W. Grand Master,
Benjamin Stewart, R. W. Dep. G. M.,
Benjamin Griffith, R. W. 8r., G. Warden,
Henry Elsbury, R. W. Jr,, G. Warden,
R. W. G. Treasurer,
James Staten, R. W. G. Rec. Secretary.

As we have inserted all that we deem essential, and
have inserted no more than what are facts that cannot be
successfully contradicted ; therefore we hope it will meet
the approval of all who read it and apply it properly to
their best truthful judgments. You have our well wishes
for a long life of prosperity and uninterrupted peace and
happiness forever and ever. Amen.

THE END.



